
Tribute to Mariide 

Northwest Folklife Festival 

May 26, 2023 3-4:30 PM Cornish Courtyard  
The Folk Community lost a great musician and friend in 
November 2022.  Mariide Widman devoted her life to her 
family, music, and sense of humanity and fair play.  Truly a 
self-made and capable woman with a strong voice, she 
overcame incredible hardships with compassion in service 
to people and justice.  She honed her musical skills in 
Seattle’s coffee houses and clubs that nurtured the folk 
movement during the 1960s to 1970s and hosted open mic 
sessions at the Last Exit.  She has performed at the NW 
Folklife Festival since the 1980s and contributed to last 
year’s sing-alongs.  Since the late 70s, Mariide joined with 
others and made sea shanties and sea songs popular as 
an ongoing genre. Mariide busked for many years on 
Seatte’s streets where she performed her own songs that 
engaged the psyches of her audiences and was a regular 

at the Seattle Song Circle.  
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The Folk Community lost a great musician and friend in 
November 2022.  Mariide Widman devoted her life to her 
family, music, and sense of humanity and fair play.  
 
We will celebrate Mariide’s life at Folklife Friday 2023.  
Folks will sing her favorite maritime songs and speak about 
her friendship and achievements.  

 

Visit https://RainyCamp.org/Mariide to let us know if you are 

interested in sharing a song or reminiscence by May 20th.  
We may not be able to accommodate everyone to present at 

the memorial, but do join us to sing along. 
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